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INFORMATION FOR VISA AND PERMIT HOLDERS.

What is a Visa?

A visa is an official document issued to individuals who do not have continuing
rights in the Cook Islands (i.e., non-Cook Islanders or those without Cook Islands
Permanent Residency). A visa allows them to travel to and enter the Cook Islands.

What is a Permit?

A permit allows the visa holder to stay in the Cook Islands for a specific duration,
as approved in their visa.

Key Changes to Visa and Permit Process

Previous Process (pre April 2023):

Under the previous act, approved permit holders received an Authority to
Travel letter (ATT) for their initial arrival. Once the permit was endorsed in
the passport, travellers could re-enter the Cook Islands without presenting
the ATT again.

Current Process (effective April 2023):

With the implementation of the Cook Islands Immigration Regulations in
April 2023, the process changed. All individuals without continuing rights
must hold both a valid visa and permit for travel, entry, and to stay in the
Cook Islands.

For Travel and Entry:

A visa, similar to the previous ATT, is issued with an expiry date consistent
with the approved timeframe.

Upon approval, applicants are notified via email and advised to present
their visa when requested by airline or immigration officials.

Depending on the type of visa approval, the visa can grant either unlimited

or single travel to the Cook Islands.

To Stay:

To stay in the Cook Islands, a permit must be endorsed in the passport,
allowing the holder to stay for the duration specified in the visa.

For more information or assistance, please contact Cook Islands Immigration on either
immigration.visapermit@cookislands.gov.ck or +682 29347 option 1.
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