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Cook Islands Immigration Regulations 2022 

   
Sir Tom J. Marsters, KBE Queen’s Representative 

Order in Executive Council 

At Avarua, Rarotonga this  day of  2022 

Present: 

His Excellency the Queen’s Representative in Executive Council 

Pursuant to sections 227 and 229 of the Cook Islands Immigration Act 2021 and, 
with respect to Part 6, on the recommendation of the Minister of Immigration after 
being satisfied of the matters in section 229(2), His Excellency the Queen’s 
Representative, acting on the advice and with the consent of the Executive Council, 
makes the following regulations— 
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Part 4 
Evidence of identity documents 

42 Evidence of identity document 16 
43 Acceptable evidence of identity documents 16 

Part 5 
Requirements relating to character 

44 Character requirements 17 
45 Police certificate or criminal record 17 

Part 6 
Arrivals and departures 

46 Information to be provided by persons arriving in Cook Islands 17 
47 Information to be provided by persons intending to leave Cook Islands 17 

Part 7 
Transitional regulations 

48 Application of regulations under this Part 18 
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Schedule 1 
Form of oath under section 44 of Act 

Schedule 2 
Fees 

Schedule 3 
Arrival card 
Schedule 4 

Departure declaration 
 

Regulations 

1 Title 
These regulations are the Cook Islands Immigration Regulations 2022. 

2 Commencement 
These regulations come into force on the day after the date on which they are 
made. 

3 Interpretation 
(1) In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires,— 

Act means the Cook Islands Immigration Act 2021 
evidence of identity document has the meaning given in regulation 42 
lived continuously in the Cook Islands, in relation to any person during a 
relevant period, means that the person spent 9 months of every year of the 
relevant period in the Cook Islands  

(2) The Cook Islands is a person’s primary place of residence at a particular 
time if the person spent at least 9 months living in the Cook Islands within the 
immediately preceding 12 months. 
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(3) Any term or expression that is defined in the Act and used, but not defined, in 
these regulations has the same meaning as in the Act. 

Part 1 
Permanent residence 

Subpart 1— Invitations for expressions of interest for permanent 
residence 

4 Invitation for expressions of interest for permanent residence in own right 
An invitation by the Minister under section 40(1) of the Act must specify— 
(a) that expressions of interest are invited from persons who wish to apply 

for permanent residence in their own right (see section 38(1)(a) of the 
Act); and  

(b) the number of persons who may be granted permanent residence under 
the invitation, determined in accordance with section 37 of the Act. 

5 Invitation for expressions of interest for permanent residence as spouse  
An invitation by the Minister under section 40(3) of the Act must specify that 
expressions of interest are invited from persons who wish to be considered for 
permanent residence as a consequence of being a spouse of a Cook Islander or 
permanent resident (see section 38(1)(b) of the Act).  

6 Publication of notice inviting expressions of interest 
An invitation by the Minister under regulation 4 or 5 must be published— 
(a) in a newspaper circulating in the Cook Islands; and  
(b) by at least 1 other method that is readily accessible by the public (for 

example on an Internet site maintained by or on behalf of the 
Department). 
 

Subpart 2—Applications for grant of permanent residence in own right 

7 Application of this subpart 
This subpart applies if the Minister publishes a notice under regulation 6 
inviting expressions of interest from persons for permanent residence in their 
own right (see section 38(1)(a) of the Act). 

8 Expression of interest for grant of permanent residence in own right 
(1) A person may express an interest in becoming a permanent resident in their 

own right by— 
(a) completing a form approved for the purpose by the principal 

immigration officer; and 
(b) paying the prescribed fee. 
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(2) The expression of interest must be lodged with the principal immigration 
officer within 20 working days after the date on which notice of the invitation 
for expressions of interest is published under regulation 6. 

9 Invitation to apply for grant of permanent residence in own right 
(1) The principal immigration officer must, within 5 working days after the due 

date for lodging an expression of interest under regulation 8(2), contact the 
person who lodged the expression of interest and,— 
(a) if the expression of interest meets the requirements in this regulation, 

invite the person to apply for permanent residence; or 
(b) if the expression of interest does not meet the requirements in this 

regulation, inform the person of that fact. 
(2) The expression of interest must— 

(a) contain a statement of intention to become a permanent resident: 
(b) enclose a copy of an evidence of identity document: 
(c) state that the person satisfies the criteria for grant of permanent 

residence in their own right. 

10 Application for grant of permanent residence in own right 
(1) A person who is invited under regulation 9(1)(a) may apply, in accordance 

with this regulation, for the grant of permanent residence in the person’s own 
right by— 
(a) completing an application form approved by the principal immigration 

officer; and 
(b) satisfying the criteria in regulation 12; and 
(c) paying the prescribed fee. 

(2) The person must make an application within 25 working days after the due 
date for lodging an expression of interest under regulation 8(2). 

11 Incomplete application for grant of permanent residence in own right 
(1) This regulation applies if the principal immigration officer receives an 

incomplete application under regulation 10. 
(2) The principal immigration officer may require the applicant to, within 10  

working days after being notified that the application is incomplete, complete 
the application or provide further specified information.  

(3) The application lapses if the applicant fails to complete the application or 
provide the further specified information within the 10-working-day period. 

12 Criteria for grant of permanent residence in own right 
(1) A person applying for permanent residence under regulation 10 must–– 

(a) be aged 18 years or older at the time the application is made; and 
(b) provide evidence, acceptable to the principal immigration officer, that 

the person has a valid permit or is otherwise lawfully entitled to live in 
the Cook Islands; and 
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(c) provide evidence, acceptable to the principal immigration officer, of 
having lived continuously in the Cook Islands,–– 
(i) in the case of an applicant who is not a New Zealand citizen, for at 

least 10 years: and 
(ii) in the case of a New Zealand citizen, for at least 5 years; and 

(d) provide evidence, acceptable to the principal immigration officer, of 
having completed the Kia Orana Values programme (or any similar 
programme offered by a government education provider or registered 
primary school, recommended by the Department): 

(e) provide at least 4 statutory declarations in support of the application, 
including at least 1 from each of the following persons: 
(i) an Aronga-mana in the person’s village of primary residence: 
(ii) an official from a community organisation for which the applicant 

has completed voluntary service: 
(iii) a member of the Cook Islands community who is not an immediate 

family member or a business associate of the applicant: 
(f) provide evidence, acceptable to the principal immigration officer, of 

having completed at least 312 hours of community service in the 5-year 
period before lodging the application for permanent residence: 

(g) comply with the requirements in these regulations to–– 
(i) provide original or certified copies of all documents; and 
(ii) translate documents not in English into English; and 
(iii) provide acceptable evidence of identity; and 
(iv) provide acceptable evidence that the person is of good character. 

(2) In subclause (1)(f), community service means voluntary service to a 
community organisation, acceptable to the chief immigration officer (for 
example, being an officer-holder in a church, community, or sports group, or a 
non-governmental organisation). 

13 Acceptance of applications for purposes of regulations 14 and 15 
(1) The principal immigration officer must accept an application for the purposes 

of following the process in regulation 14 or 15 (as applicable) if— 
(a) the application is complete; and 
(b) the principal immigration  officer considers that the applicant satisfies 

the criteria in regulation 12;  and  
(c) the prescribed fee has been paid. 

(2) An application lapses if it is not accepted under subclause (1) and the principal 
immigration officer must notify the applicant, in writing, within 10 working 
days that it has lapsed. 
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14 All accepted applications will result in total number of permanent 
residents in their own right of 500 or fewer 

(1) This regulation applies if the number of applications accepted under regulation 
13(1) together with the total number of persons who are already permanent 
residents for the purposes of section 37(1) of the Act is 500 or fewer. 

(2) Each application for permanent residence must be referred to the Minister 
within 10 working days after it is received by the principal immigration 
officer. 

(3) The Minister must, within 20 working days after receiving the application 
from the principal immigration officer,— 
(a) grant the application if satisfied that the criteria in regulation 12 are 

satisfied; or 
(b) decline the application if not satisfied that the criteria in regulation 12 

are satisfied. 
(4) The principal immigration officer must notify the applicant, in writing, within 

10 working days after the Minister’s decision that their application has been 
granted or declined. 

15 All accepted applications will result in total number of permanent 
residents in their own right greater than 500 

(1) This regulation applies if the number of applications accepted under regulation 
13(1) together with the total number of persons who are already permanent 
residents for the purposes of section 37(1) of the Act is greater than 500. 

(2) The principal immigration officer must rank the applications, applying the 
following rules and the rules in subclause (3): 
(a) first preference must be given to those applicants whose primary place 

of residence at the time of their application is in the Pa Enua: 
(b) among those applicants whose primary place of residence at the time of 

their application is in the Pa Enua, preference must be given to New 
Zealand citizens: 

(c) if 2 or more applicants whose primary place of residence at the time of 
their application is in the Pa Enua are New Zealand citizens, ranking 
among those applicants must be determined by length of residence in the 
Pa Enua, and the applicant with the longest total period of residence in 
the Pa Enua must receive the highest ranking: 

(d) if 2 or more applicants whose primary place of residence at the time of 
their application is in the Pa Enua are not New Zealand residents, 
ranking among those applicants must be determined by length of 
residence in the Pa Enua, and the applicant with the longest total period 
of residence in the Pa Enua must receive the highest ranking. 

(3) If ranking is completed under subclause (2) and the total number of ranked 
applicants whose primary place of residence in the Pa Enua together with the 
number of persons who are already permanent residents for the purposes of 
section 37(1) of the Act is fewer than 500, ranking of those applicants whose 
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primary place of residence is in Rarotonga must be carried out by the principal 
immigration officer applying the following rules: 
(a) of those applicants whose primary place of residence at the time of their 

application is in Rarotonga, preference must be given to New Zealand 
citizens: 

(b) if 2 or more applicants whose primary place of residence at the time of 
their application is in Rarotonga are New Zealand citizens, ranking 
among those applicants must be determined by length of residence in the 
Cook Islands, and the applicant with the longest total period of residence 
in the Cook Islands must receive the highest ranking: 

(c) if 2 or more applicants whose primary place of residence at the time of 
their application is in Rarotonga are not New Zealand citizens, ranking 
among those applicants must be determined by length of residence in the 
Cook Islands, and the applicant with the longest total period of residence 
in the Cook Islands must receive the highest ranking. 

16 What happens after ranking process complete 
(1) This regulation applies if an application has been ranked under regulation 15 

to produce a ranking for the application (the ranking number).  
(2) The ranking number must have the following numbers added to it: 

(a) the number of persons who are already permanent residents for the 
purposes of section 37(1) of the Act: 

(b) the number of persons who have a ranking number that that is lower 
than the applicant’s ranking number. 

(3) After subclause (2) is applied, if the resulting number is— 
(a) less than or equal to 500, the principal immigration officer must refer the 

application to the Minister with a recommendation as to whether the 
application should be granted, based on an assessment by the principal 
immigration officer as to whether the applicant satisfies the criteria in 
regulation 12; or  

(b) greater than 500, the principal immigration officer must decline the 
application and notify the applicant in writing that the application has 
been declined. 

(4) The principal immigration officer must either refer or decline the application, 
under subclaue (3), within 10 days after the application is accepted under 
regulation 13(1). 

(5) The Minister must, within 20 working days after receiving an application and 
a recommendation under subclause (3)(a),— 
(a) grant the application if satisfied that the criteria in regulation 12 are 

satisfied; or 
(b) decline the application if not satisfied that the criteria in regulation 12 

are satisfied. 
(6) The principal immigration officer must notify the applicant in writing, within 

10 working days after the Minister makes the decision under subclause (4), 
whether their application has been granted or declined. 
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Subpart 3—Applications for permanent residence by spouses of 

permanent residents or Cook Islanders 

17 Application of this subpart 
This subpart applies if the Minister publishes a notice under regulation 6 
inviting expressions of interest from persons for permanent residence as a 
consequence of being a spouse of a Cook Islander or permanent resident (see 
section 38(1)(b) of the Act). 

18 How to express interest for grant of permanent residence on spouse 
ground  

(1) A person may express an interest in becoming a permanent resident under 
section 38(1)(b) of the Act by— 
(a) completing an expression of interest form approved by the principal 

immigration officer; and 
(b) paying the prescribed fee. 

(2) The expression of interest must— 
(a) contain a statement of intention to become a permanent resident; and 
(b) enclose an evidence of identity document; and 
(c) state that the person satisfies the criteria for the grant of permanent 

residence on the spouse ground. 
(3) The expression of interest must be lodged with the principal immigration 

officer within 20 working days after the date on which the notice of the 
invitation for expressions of interest is published under regulation 6. 

19 Invitation to apply for grant of permanent residence on spouse ground 
The principal immigration officer must, within 5 working days after the due 
date for lodging an expression of interest under regulation 18(3), contact the 
person who lodged the expression of interest and, if the expression of 
interest— 
(a) meets the requirements in regulation 18, invite the person to apply for 

permanent residence; or 
(b) does not meet the requirements in regulation 18, inform the person of 

that fact. 

20 Application for grant of permanent residence on spouse ground 
(1) A person who is invited under regulation 19(a) may apply, in accordance with 

this regulation, for the grant of permanent residence as a consequence of being 
a spouse of a Cook Islander or permanent resident by— 
(a) completing an application form approved by the principal immigration 

officer; and 
(b) satisfying the criteria in regulation 22; and 
(c) paying the prescribed fee. 

(2) An application— 
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(a) must be made within 25 working days after the due date for lodging an 
expression of interest under regulation 18(3); and 

(b) may only be made while the applicant is living in the Cook Islands. 

21 Incomplete application for grant of permanent residence on spouse 
ground 

(1) This regulation applies if the principal immigration officer receives an 
incomplete application for the grant of permanent residence under regulation 
20. 

(2) The principal immigration officer may require the applicant to, within 10 
working days after being notified that the application is incomplete, complete 
the application or provide further specified information.  

(3) The application lapses if the applicant fails to complete the application or 
provide the further specified information within the 10-working-day period. 

22 Criteria for assessing applications for permanent residence on spouse 
ground 
A person applying for permanent residence under regulation 20 must–– 
(a) be married to, or in a de facto relationship with, a Cook Islander or 

permanent resident; and 
(b) provide evidence, acceptable to the principal immigration officer, that 

the person has a valid permit or is otherwise lawfully entitled to live in 
the Cook Islands; and 

(c) provide evidence acceptable to the principal immigration officer of 
having lived continuously in the Cook Islands,––  
(i) in the case of an applicant who is not a New Zealand citizen, for at 

least 10 years; and 
(ii) in the case of an applicant who is a New Zealand citizen, for at 

least 5 years; and 
(d) provide evidence acceptable to the principal immigration officer that–– 

(i) the applicant is married to or in a de facto relationship with a Cook 
Islander or permanent resident; and 

(ii) the relationship is genuine and stable; and 
(e) provide evidence acceptable to the principal immigration officer that the 

marriage or de facto relationship is of at least 5 years duration; and 
(f) provide evidence acceptable to the principal immigration officer of the 

applicant having completed the Kia Orana Values programme (or any 
similar programme offered by a government education provider or 
registered primary school, recommended by the Department); and 

(g) comply with the requirements in these regulations to–– 
(i) provide original or certified copies of all documents; and 
(ii) translate documents not in English into English; and 
(iii) provide acceptable evidence of identity; and 
(iv) provide acceptable evidence that the person is of good character. 
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23 Referral of application for permanent residence on spouse ground to 
Minister 

(1) The principal immigration officer must, within 10 working days after 
receiving a complete application form and the prescribed fee under regulation 
20, refer the application to the Minister. 

(2) The principal immigration officer must also recommend to the Minister 
whether the application should be granted, basing the recommendation on an 
assessment by the principal immigration officer at to whether the applicant 
satisfies the criteria in regulation 22.  

(3) The Minister must, within 20 working days after receiving an application and 
a recommendation under this regulation,— 
(a) grant the application if satisfied that the criteria in regulation 22 are 

satisfied; or 
(b) decline the application if not satisfied that the criteria in regulation 22 

are satisfied. 
(4) The principal immigration officer must notify the applicant in writing, within 

10 working days after the Minister makes the decision under subclause (3), 
whether the application has been granted or declined. 

 
Subpart 4—Applications for permanent residence by eligible children 

24 Meaning of eligible child in this subpart 
For the purposes of this subpart, eligible child means a child who is dependent 
on a Cook Islander or a permanent resident (see section 38(1)(c) of the Act).  

25 Application for permanent residence as consequence of being eligible 
child 

(1) A person who applies for the grant of permanent residence as a consequence 
of being an eligible child must, in accordance with this regulation,— 
(a) complete an application form approved by the principal immigration 

officer; and 
(b) satisfy the criteria in regulation 27; and 
(c) pay the prescribed fee. 

(2) An application may be made at any time while the applicant is living in the 
Cook Islands. 

26 Incomplete application for grant of permanent residence as consequence 
of being eligible child 

(1) This regulation applies if the principal immigration officer receives an 
incomplete application for the grant of permanent residence under regulation 
25. 

(2) The principal immigration officer may require the applicant to, within 7 
working days after being notified that the application is incomplete, complete 
the application or provide further specified information.  
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(3) The application lapses if the applicant fails to complete the application or 
provide the further specified information within the 7-working-day period. 

27 Criteria for assessing application by eligible child 
(1) A person applying for the grant of permanent residence under regulation 25 

must— 
(a) be under the age of 18 years at the date of application; and 
(b) provide evidence, acceptable to the principal immigration officer, that 

the person has a valid permit or is otherwise lawfully entitled to live in 
the Cook Islands; and 

(c) be single (that is, not married or in a de facto relationship); and 
(d) provide evidence, acceptable to the principal immigration officer, that 

the applicant is a dependent child of a Cook Islander or permanent 
resident; and 

(e) have lived continuously in the Cook Islands for the past 5 years with a 
parent or guardian; and 

(f) provide–– 
(i) an original or certified copy of a birth certificate showing the 

names of 1 or both of the child’s parents; or 
(ii) an original or certified copy of adoption papers showing that the 

child has been legally adopted by a parent or guardian; or 
(iii) an original or certified copy of a parenting order that has force in 

the Cook Islands; and 
(g) comply with the requirements in these regulations to–– 

(i) provide original or certified copies of all documents; and 
(ii) translate documents not in English into English; and 
(iii) provide acceptable evidence of identity. 

28 Referral of application for permanent residence as consequence of being 
eligible child 

(1) The principal immigration officer must, within 10 working days after 
receiving a complete application form and the prescribed fee under regulation 
25, refer the application to the Minister. 

(2) The principal immigration officer must also recommend to the Minister 
whether the application should be granted, basing the recommendation on an 
assessment by the principal immigration officer at to whether the applicant 
satisfies the criteria in regulation 27.  

(3) The Minister must, within 20 working days after receiving an application and 
a recommendation under this regulation,— 
(a) grant the application if satisfied that the criteria in regulation 27 are 

satisfied; or 
(b) decline the application if not satisfied that the criteria in regulation 27 

are satisfied. 
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(4) The principal immigration officer must notify the applicant, in writing, within 
10 working days after the Minister makes the decision under subclause (3), 
whether the application has been granted or declined. 

 
Subpart 5—Application for recognition as permanent resident by descent 

29 Application for recognition as permanent resident by descent 
(1) A person may apply, at any time, to the principal immigration officer to be 

recognised for official purposes as a permanent resident by descent. 
(2) An applicant under this regulation must–– 

(a) complete an application form approved by the principal immigration 
officer; and 

(b) provide documents (for example, adoption papers) that satisfy the 
principal immigration officer that the applicant should be recognised as 
a permanent resident by descent (see Article 76A of the Constitution 
(amended by the Constitution Amendment (No. 29) Act 2021); and 

(c) comply with the requirements in these regulations to–– 
(i) provide original or certified copies of all documents; and 
(ii) translate documents not in English into English; and 
(iii) provide acceptable evidence of identity. 

30 Incomplete application for grant of permanent residence as consequence 
of being eligible child 

(1) This regulation applies if the principal immigration officer receives an 
incomplete application for the grant of permanent residence under regulation 
29. 

(2) The principal immigration officer may require the applicant to, within 10 
working days after being notified that the application is incomplete, complete 
the application or provide further specified information.  

(3) The application lapses if the applicant fails to complete the application or 
provide the further specified information within the 10-working-day period. 

31 Decision on application under this subpart 
(1) The principal immigration officer must, within 10 working days after 

receiving a complete application or further specified information,— 
(a) if satisfied that the applicant is a permanent resident by descent, issue a 

certificate to that effect to the applicant; or 
(b) if not satisfied that the applicant is a permanent resident by descent, 

decline the application. 
 

Subpart 6—Other requirements regarding permanent residence 

32 Form of oath for permanent residence  
The form of oath that a person granted permanent residence must take under 
section 44 of the Act is set out in Schedule 1. 



Cook Islands Immigration Regulations 2022 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
 

33 Endorsement of passport with permanent residence status 
A person applying to have their passport endorsed to state that they are a 
permanent resident must— 
(a) provide documents reasonably required by the principal immigration 

officer to prove their permanent residence status; and 
(b) pay the prescribed fee. 

34 Procedural requirements before Minister revokes permanent residence 
status  

(1) Before recommending to the Minister that a person’s permanent residence 
status should be revoked under section 51 of the Act, the principal 
immigration officer must provide the person with a reasonable opportunity to 
show that the requirements for revocation in that section have not been met 
by— 
(a) contacting the person directly and inviting them to provide any 

information to show that they— 
(i) have not been outside the Cook Islands continuously for more than 

3 years; and  
(ii) have not ceased to make their home in the Cook Islands; or 

(b) if the person cannot reasonably be contacted directly, publishing a notice 
of the intended revocation that names the person and invites them to 
provide the information described in paragraph (a). 

(2) A notice under subclause (1)(b) must be published— 
(a) in a newspaper circulating in the Cook Islands; and  
(b) by at least 1 other method that is readily accessible by the public (for 

example on an Internet site maintained by or on behalf of the 
Department). 

Part 2 
Form of applications and fees 

35 Language requirements for documents 
(1) An application under the Act, must be in writing and— 

(a) in English; or 
(b) in another language and accompanied by a certified translation in 

English. 
(2) An application must be accompanied by— 

(a) the original information and documents required for that application, or 
certified copies of that information and those documents; and 

(b) if any of the original information and documents referred to in paragraph 
(a) are in a language other than English, a certified translation of that 
information and those documents in English. 
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36 Requirement for certified translation 
A translation into English must— 
(a) be certified as a correct translation made by a person who— 

(i) is familiar with both the language being translated and English; and 
(ii) is competent in translation work; and 
(iii) is qualified to prepare, or works for a service that is qualified to 

prepare, certified translations under regulation 37; and 
(b) bear the signature of the translator; and 
(c) if applicable, be on the official letterhead of the service that the 

translator works for.  

37 Who may prepare certified translations 
Translations into English may only be prepared by 1 or more of the following: 
(a) the Translation Service of the Department of Internal Affairs in New 

Zealand: 
(b) the Translating and Interpreting Service of the Department of Home 

Affairs in Australia: 
(c) any person in the Cook Islands who— 

(i) satisfies the requirements of regulation 36(a); and 
(ii) is approved to undertake translations into English for immigration 

purposes by the principal immigration officer: 
(d) an embassy or a high commission in any country that endorses the 

translation into English with the appropriate embassy or high 
commission seal: 

(e) any other private or official translation service that is— 
(i) registered as an official translation service by the Government or 

other relevant agency in the country where the translation business 
is conducted; or 

(ii) otherwise recognised as an official translation service for official 
purposes by the Government or other relevant agency in the 
country where the translation business is conducted. 

38 Principal immigration officer may impose additional requirements 
regarding translations 
The principal immigration officer may,— 
(a) require an applicant to provide a statutory declaration from the translator 

or another person that a translation provided by the applicant satisfies 
the requirements of regulations 36 and 37: 

(b) if the principal immigration officer has reasonable grounds to believe 
that a translation is inadequate or inaccurate, request that the translation 
be done by another translator: 

(c) if the principal immigration officer considers it necessary to do so to 
obtain an accurate translation, require an applicant to use a specified 
translation service nominated by the principal immigration officer. 
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39 Fees 
Fees required to be paid for any matter under these regulations are set out in 
Schedule 2. 

Part 3  
Material change of circumstances 

40 Obligation to notify principal immigration officer of material change in 
circumstances 

(1) This regulation applies to any application made under the Act. 
(2) The applicant must promptly notify the principal immigration officer of any 

material change in circumstances, described in regulation 41, that occurs 
before the applicant is notified of the decision on the application. 

41 Meaning of material change in circumstances 
A  material change in circumstances is any of the following: 
(a) the death of any person relevant to the application, including— 

(i) the applicant’s spouse; or 
(ii) any dependent child of the applicant; or 
(iii) any responsible parent or guardian of the applicant: 

(b) the separation of the applicant from their spouse, if the spouse— 
(i) was a party to the application; or 
(ii) provided any evidence to support the application; or 
(iii) assisted the application by satisfying requirements: 

(c) the arrest for a criminal offence in any country, or the conviction for an 
offence in any country, of— 
(i) the applicant; or 
(ii) the applicant’s spouse; or 
(iii) any dependent child of the applicant; or 
(iv) any responsible parent or guardian of the applicant. 

Part 4 
Evidence of identity documents 

42 Evidence of identity document 
(1) In these regulations, an evidence of identity document is a document that is 

of sufficient quality to act as proof of a person’s identity. 
(2) An evidence of identity document must be a document of the kind set out in 

regulation 43. 

43 Acceptable evidence of identity documents 
(1) The following are acceptable evidence of identity documents: 

(a) a passport: 
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(b) a refugee travel document:  
(c) a certificate of identity: 
(d) a military identity document accompanied by a movement order issued 

by the armed forces of another country stating that the person is travel- 
ling to the Cook Islands in the course of their military duties: 

(e) a laissez-passer. 
(2) An evidence of identity document must be original, valid, and undamaged. 

Part 5 
Requirements relating to character 

44 Character requirements  
(1) In deciding whether a person is of good character for the purposes of these 

regulations, the principal immigration officer must, to the extent practicable in 
the circumstances, take into account— 
(a) the general reputation of the person among those who know the person; 

and 
(b) the person’s attributes or characteristics; and 
(c) a police certificate or criminal record in accordance with regulation 45. 

45 Police certificate or criminal record 
(1) An applicant under these regulations who is aged 18 years or over must 

provide to the principal immigration officer a police certificate or criminal 
record (however described) relating to the character and criminal record of the 
applicant. 

(2) The police certificate or criminal record must be from the police or 
government agency responsible for justice or law enforcement— 
(a) in the country of which the applicant is a citizen; and 
(b) in each other country in which the applicant has lived continuously for 2 

months or more during the previous 5 years (including the Cook Islands, 
if relevant). 

(3) The principal immigration officer may exempt any person from complying 
with the requirement to provide a police certificate or criminal record if 
satisfied that the person cannot practicably comply. 

Part 6 
Arrivals and departures 

46 Information to be provided by persons arriving in Cook Islands 
A person who arrives in the Cook Islands must complete the arrival card set 
out in Schedule 3. 
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47 Information to be provided by persons intending to leave Cook Islands 
A person who is 15 years of age or older and who intends to leave the Cook 
Islands must complete the departure declaration set out in Schedule 4. 

Part 7 
Transitional regulations 

48 Application of regulations under this Part 
This Part applies until the close of 6 December 2026. 

49 Effect of commencement of Act on 1971-72 Act provisions 
(1) This regulation applies on and from the commencement of the Cook Islands 

Immigration Act 2021 Commencement Order 2022. 
(2) Section 5 of the 1971-72 Act does not apply to applications for, or the grant of, 

permanent residence. 
(3) Section 5A of the 1971-72 Act does not apply to the award of honorary 

permanent residence status. 
(4) To avoid doubt, section 6 of the 1971-72 Act continues to apply to 

immigration officers despite the commencement of section 201 of the Act. 
(5) Sections 7 and 8 of the 1971-72 Act do not apply. 
(6) Section 32 of the 1971-72 Act does not apply. 
(7) In this regulation, 1971-72 Act  means the Entry, Residence and Departure 

Act 1971-72 

50 Entry, Residence and Departure Fees Regulations 1976 
The following fees in the Schedule of the Entry, Residence and Departure Fees 
Regulations 1976 do not apply: 
(a) fees for an application for permanent residence (in Part 1, item 4 in Fees 

to accompany certain applications): 
(b) fees for the endorsement of a passport with permanent residence status 

(in Part 1, item 3 in  Fees for other services provided): 
(c) fees for the issue for a permanent residence certificate (in Part 2, item 1 

in Fees for the issue of certain certificates): 
(d) fees for the issue of a duplicate certificate of permanent residence (in 

Part 2, item 2 in Fees for the issue of certain certificates): 
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r 32 

Schedule 1 
Form of oath under section 44 of Act 

“I, [full name] , do solemnly and sincerely declare, that I will be faithful and bear true 
allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II as the Head of State of the Cook 
Islands, Her Heirs and Successors, according to law; that I will faithfully observe the 
Constitution and other laws of the Cook Islands; that I will always respect the 
customs, traditions, usages, and values of the people of the Cook Islands; that I will 
conscientiously fulfil my duties as a national of the Cook Islands, and that I take this 
obligation freely without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion. So help me 
God.” 
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r 39 

Schedule 2 
Fees 

 
 

 

r 46 

Item Matter Amount ($) 
inclusive of 

VAT 
   
1 Fee for expression of interest for grant of permanent 

residence in own right under regulation 8: 

 

 • in response to invitation (if any) for expressions 
of interest made in 2022 

500 

 • in response to invitation (if any) for expressions 
of interest made in or after 2023  

1,000 

   
2 Fee for application for grant of permanent residence in 

own right under regulation 10 
 

 • in response to invitation (if any) for expressions 
of interest made in 2022 

500 

 • in response to invitation (if any) for expressions 
of interest made in or after 2023  

740 

   
3 Fee for expression of interest for grant of permanent 

residence on spouse ground under regulation 18 
 

 • in response to invitation (if any) for expressions 
of interest made in 2022 

500 

 • in response to invitation (if any) for expressions 
of interest made in or after 2023 

1,000 

   
4 Fee for application for grant of permanent residence on 

spouse ground under regulation 20 
 

 • in response to invitation (if any) for expressions 
of interest made in 2022 

500 

 • in response to invitation (if any) for expressions 
of interest made in or after 2023 

740 

   
5 Fee for application for grant of permanent residence for 

eligible child under regulation 22 
470 

   
6 Fee for endorsing passport with permanent residence 

endorsement under regulation 33 
55 
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Schedule 3 
Arrival card 
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Schedule 4 
Departure declaration 
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_________________________ 
Clerk of the Executive Council 

 
These regulations are administered by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Immigration. 

These regulations were made on the    day of    2022. 


